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(NC'é-O deputies pose with Sheriff Bill Leeper in front of the éldjai/ on Amelia Island.) '

As you enter the lobby of the Nassau County
Sheriff’s Office, you’ll now notice a new framed
display featuring two photographs. One image (seen
above), taken this past summer, shows our deputies
in front of the old jail, which is now home to the
Amelia Island Museum of History. The second is a
similar photo from the 1950's, taken in the very same
spot.

Looking at these images side by side, I'm reminded
of how far our agency has come in its mission to
serve the citizens of Nassau County with integrity,
respect, and compassion.

Summer is a busy season, not only for families
balancing work, travel, and children out of school,
but also for our agency. These months often bring
unique challenges, and our deputies consistently
rise to meet them.

I'm proud of the progress we’ve made and the
strong relationships we continue to build within our
community.

There’s much ahead, and I'm
excited to see all that we will
accomplish together.
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Stay safe,

NEW FIREARM
DETECTION K9

K9 Max, NCSO’s newest
canine, was deployed within
the Nassau County School
District as the agency’s first-
ever firearm detection K9.
The Fox Red Lab specializes in
sniffing out guns, but is also
trained in human tracking and
article search.

Read More - Page 2

OPERATION
HIGH LIFE

Over the last several months,
NCSO narcotics detectives
have been busy with an
undercover operation and
arrested suspects for
charges ranging from
possession, to selling, and
trafficking drugs.

Read More - Page 3

HANDS ACROSS
THE BORDER

NCSO deputies shook hands

across state lines for the
annual Hands Across the
Border traffic enforcement
campaign which started in
1991 and has since grown to a
coordinated campaign across
the Southeast.

Read More - Page 6
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| ANSWERING THE
CALL

NCSO deputies and dispatchers
answer the call every day, and the
night of July 24 was no different when
they responded to a heartbreaking
triple murder-suicide in Hilliard.

According to the initial investigation, a
brave 5-year-old child walked to a
neighbor’s home and alerted them
A ' that a male suspect, identified as 34-

4 =N g i, year-old Christopher Rowell, had
(K9 Max poses outside Yulee Middle School, where he will be based during the fatally shot three victims inside a
school year.) residence before turning the gun on

NEW FIREARM DETECTION/|nimself. Thankfully, the child was able
KQ INTRODUCED |N to escape unharmed.
NASSAU SCHOOLS In the aftermath of this tragedy, a
compassionate neighbor stopped by
A new classmate joined some Nassau County | the Sheriff’s Office to deliver prayer
students this school year, but this student has | cards for everyone who responded to
four legs. K9 Max, NCSO’s newest canine, was | the scene.
deployed within the Nassau County School
District as part of NCSO’s partnership within the | “While incredibly horrific, that is our
schools. duty, and we will always be there to
answer the call,” said Sheriff Leeper.
K9 Max specializes in firearm detection and was | “We are grateful for this neighbor’s
introduced this school year as another layer of | thoughtful gesture and for the
preventative security. The one-year-old Fox Red | continued support of the Hilliard
Lab specializes in sniffing out guns, but is also | community.”
trained in human tracking and article search.

OHERIFFS Of

While class was out during summer break, K9
Max and his handler, SRO Brandon Griffith, have
been busy training for the upcoming

school year. P a

“As school resource
officers, our primary
duty is making sure the
students and staff are
safe and K9 Max is
another tool in the
arsenal,” Deputy Griffith
said.

(Sheriff Leeper, Vi m. Adc e Madrina Addiso;1, and Lead
Chaplain Nicole Campbell with Hilliard neighbor.)

“K9 Max will help ensure
teachers can teach and
students can learn in a
safe environment,”
Sheriff Leeper added.

Max turned one-year-
old in April. He comes to
NCSO from West
Virginia, but his country

of originis England- (K9 Max and his handler, Deputy | (Prayer cards were left for all NCSO personnel who responded
Brandon Griffith, an SRO at YMS. to the scene of a tragic triple murder-suicide in Hilliard.)
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RE’VON MO'RIE LITTLE, 13
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(The victim of a local cyberbullying case and his mother joined Sheriff Leeper and Victim Advocate Madrina Addison for a news conference on the
impact and repercussions of cyberbullying.)

CYBERBULLYING NEWS CONFERENCE
CATCHES TIK TOK’S ATTENTION

It’s NCSO’s responsibility to protect victims of crimes, but in a recent cyberbullying
case, it was the victim who wanted to speak out. In this case, the right person was
listening.

Aaron Weiss and his mother, Amy, joined Sheriff Leeper and Victim Advocate Madrina
Addison for a news conference on the arrest of a 13-year-old. The teen suspect is
accused of using Aaron’s name and likeness to create a fake account and post alarming
and life-threatening messages under his name.

“Not only did this child make disturbing threats, but she did so using the identity of
another student, whose reputation was unfairly damaged in the process,” Sheriff
Leeper said.

During the news conference, Aaron and his mother pleaded with social media platforms
like TikTok to enhance security precautions and prevent something like this from
happening again.

“l really hope there can be a greater dialogue about the parental controls in place on
social media platforms. There needs to be tighter guidelines,” Amy said during the news
conference.

As it turns out, A TikTok representative was listening and later reached out to NCSO’s
detective on the case to see what security enhancements could be made.

PATROL CAR
PACKED

This year's Pack the Patrol Car
gathered more than 200
donated backpacks stuffed
with  school supplies for
families in need this school
year.

ASSAU COUNTY.

~ SHERIEF'S OFFrcp‘

Sheriff Leeper and NCSO
deputies helped distribute
| the backpacks with Barnabas
Center.

NCSO thanks everyone who
donated to this important
cause.
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(Operation High Life led to 20 arr: rom Nassau County.)

OPERATION HIGH LIFE
NETS 20 ARRESTS

Sheriff Leeper announced the

of
Operation High Life, which led to 20 arrests for
drug-related charges.

results

As a result of the operation, NCSO netted nearly
100 grams of meth, more than six grams of
fentanyl which has the potential to kill 3,000
people, and nearly 600 grams of MDMAs,
otherwise known as ecstasy. All of these
dangerous, and sometimes deadly drugs, are
now off Nassau County streets.

“While these suspects may have been using or
selling drugs to people in our community to get
high, they are low lives in reality bringing
dangerous drugs into our community,” Sheriff
Leeper said.

Over the last several months, NCSO narcotics
detectives have been busy with this undercover
operation and arrested suspects for charges
ranging from possession, to selling, and
trafficking drugs.

One of the suspects, for example, is Austin
Horan, from Yulee, who admitted to having
MDMAs known as “firecrackers” shipped in the
mail from China to the Yulee Post Office and
sold in Nassau. Investigators also uncovered
nearly 600 grams of a psychoactive drug, known
to have a high potential for abuse, at his house.

Several of the suspects were previously
convicted felons, while others had a history of
violent crimes and all of them are from Nassau.

“I want to thank our Narcotics Unit for their work
getting these drugs and criminals off our
streets,” Sheriff Leeper said. “And to anyone
else pushing this poison in our community,
you’re next.”

JEWUPDATE  Paged
FROM GOLD BADGE
TO GOLD MEDAL

Some people’s career is far different
than their hobbies. But for Deputy
Scott Millan, his career in law

i | enforcement and passion for martial

arts often coincide.

He’s been involved in martial arts
since he was 15-years-old, however he
was handed a slight set back with an
injury last year.

That didn’t stop Millan. He saw the
World Police and Fire Games (WPFG)
2025 was in Birmingham, Alabama,
and set that as a goal to recover and
rebuild.

Millan was one of 490 competitors
from 27 different countries in the jiu-
jitsu portion of the competition. He
faced off against an officer from
Clearwater and despite losing the
first round, he came back and won
gold.

WPFG is the second largest
international athletic competition in
the world.

“l don’t care about age. You’re as old
as you want to be. So stay off the
couch. Watch your health.
Understand who you are and do more
than just the minimum,” Millan said.

He’s now using his skills in martial arts
to help transform defensive tactics
training at NCSO.

. R
(Deputy Scott Millan wins gold at the World Police & Fire Games
in Birmingham, AL.)




[\ [0 ]UPDATE Page 5

% | (New bronze statue unveiled at Law Enforcement Memorial
Ly | Plaza.)
i

HONORING THE
CELEBRATING THE FALLEN

TASTE OF TRADITION NCSO unveiled an addition to the Law

NCSO proudly celebrated Hispanic Heritage [Enforcement —Memorial = Plaza as

Month in September with a special potluck. anothef way to honor Nassau
County’s fallen heroes.

(Staff gathers for a Hispanic Heritage potluck celebratin the taste of tradition.)

The agency’s Hispanic employees shared their
culture through delicious food with many
coworkers. Dishes included ropa Vvieja,
empanadas, mofongo, flan, and much more.

Stan Watts, out of Utah, began
working on the bronze statue in July.
He drove the finished product to
Nassau from Utah, and the statue was

“To be able to express our traditions with our installed in September.

coworkers was really neat,” CSU Det. Lizandro
DelLeon said. He was born in the Dominican
Republlc and moved to the United States when

: N he was young.
“It was nice to
hear people
stepping out of
their comfort
zones and trying
| different things.”

ABOVE & BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY

A car crash on CR108 didn’t just cause delays, While providing directions is not a
it threatened the Charlton County football requirement for communications,
team’s ability to arrive on time to their game Hamilton went above and beyond the call
against Yulee. Thanks to Communications of duty to help a neighboring agency.
Dispatcher Brianna Hamilton, the team
arrived safely and on time.

His company, Atlas Bronze Casting,
has worked on statues now standing
across the country and even the
world.

-

Charlton County Sheriff Robert Phillips was
escorting the team on September 5, when
they came up on the crash and he called
dispatch for help.

Hamilton immediately provided the Sheriff
with an alternate route, but didn’t stop there.
Sheriff Phillips called back shortly after
because he was unsure where to turn next.
Hamilton was able to use the “text-to-911”
system to confirm the team’s location and
then send step-by-step directions. (Communications Dispatcher Brianna Hamilton.)




HANDS ACROSS THE
BORDER

NCSO deputies shook hands across state lines |4

for the annual Hands Across the Border traffic
enforcement campaign.

The initiative started in 1991 and has grown into
a coordinated effort focused on strategic
patrols to enforce traffic laws before and during
the Labor Day holiday weekend.

The goal is to promote safe driving through
warnings, not revenue, and encourage drivers to
plan ahead for a sober ride.

(NCSO shakes hands with the Camden County Sheriff’s Office for the annual
Hands Across the Border event.)

CELEBRATING FEMALE
EMPOWERMENT

Inmate Services celebrated the most recent
graduates from a 7-week program "Take Back
Your Power,” which is aimed at helping female
inmates regain control of their future.

The course gives the tools for rehabilitation and
covers topics including healthy relationships,
domestic violence, accountability,
empowerment, and more.

Some may still face prison time, but they’re
leaving with hope and the belief that they can
turn things around and become successful,
contributing members of society.

(Lori Armstrong, Women's Center of Jacksonville (right) & NCSO Victim Advocate
Madrina Addison (left) with the most recent graduates.)
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(NCSO’s crossing guards meet at the Public Safety Training
Complex for training ahead of the school year.)

CROSSING GUARD
APPRECIATION

NCSOQO’s Crossing Guards play a major

role in keeping students safe as they
“ |walk or bike to school.

Tammy Van Zant has been a
dedicated crossing guard for Hilliard
Elementary School for years and also
works U.S. 1 at Callahan Middle School.
Her favorite hobby is traveling and her

§ |[favorite food is steak.

For 15 years, Van Zant owned and
operated a daycare, where she cared
for countless local children. Because
of that, it’s rare for her to meet a
student she doesn’t already know!

Jennie Lou Green proudly serves at
Callahan Elementary and Middle
School. She loves quilting and her
favorite food is shrimp!

Green has a big heart and is known to
tell her students she loves them and
hands out little ducks to brighten their
day.

Debbie Riley helps keep the students
at Yulee Middle School safe when
crossing the roads. Outside of work,
she loves gardening and her favorite
food is cheeseburgers!

Riley loves her kids and can’t wait to

= |see them each day.

Andre Marsh is a familiar face at Yulee
High School. While he admits he’s very
impatient, he always makes sure
students get across the street safely.

Outside of his crossing guard duties,
he loves watching college football.
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SRO SPOTLIGHT

Summer is over, which means kids are back to school and so are NCSO’s School
Resource Officers (SRO). The SROs serve an important role with their primary duty to
keep the students and staff safe.

Deputy Jeremy Youmans - Deputy Youmans has been an SRO at Yulee High School for
five years. He enjoys guiding students toward making better choices, resolving conflicts,
and building character. Outside of work, he likes hunting and fishing.

Deputy Kevin Thirsk - Deputy Thirsk is NCSO’s roaming SRO and Explorer Coordinator
and has been in the role for a little over a year. Outside work, Deputy Thirsk loves
spending time with family while traveling. On the job, he loves sharing his knowledge
and experience with teens who are interested in a career in law enforcement.

Deputy Ralph Revels - This marks Deputy Revels’ fifth year at Hilliard Middle Senior High
School. He’s looking forward to building relationships with his kids and being a positive
role model. Outside of work, he enjoys puzzle night and pool time with his wife and kids.

Deputy Scott Kelly - Deputy Kelly has been an SRO at Yulee High School for more than
two years. You may not know, Deputy Kelly loves traveling and riding motorcycles. This
school year, he’s looking forward to seeing his students become something more than
just themselves. He’s also excited to see Yulee beat Fernandina in football this season!

Deputy Dan Jones - For eight years, Deputy Jones has served at West Nassau High
School. Outside of work, he likes to kayak and hike. On the job, he enjoys working with
students and getting to coach different sports. This school year, he’s looking forward to
seeing the students from last year and seeing new faces entering West Nassau.

Deputy Brandon Griffith (& K9 Max) - This is Deputy Griffith’s third year at Yulee Middle
School, but his first year as both an SRO and K9 Handler. Outside of work, he likes to ride
his motorcycle and spend time at Universal with his family. This school year, he’s looking
forward to everyone meeting K9 Max, a Red Labrador Retriever from England, now
specially trained to detect firearms on school campuses.

Deputy Nick Davis - This will be Deputy Davis’ fourth year as an SRO at Yulee Middle
School. His favorite part of the job is building relationships between law enforcement
and Nassau County’s youth. You may not know, outside work Deputy Davis enjoys
playing and watching hockey (go Caps!).

Deputy Scott Clifton - This will be Deputy Clifton’s eighth year at Callahan Middle
School. In his free time, he loves to hunt, fish, and indulge in crab legs! His favorite part
of the job is the training that prepares him to keep the school, students, and staff safe.
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SCOUTS SEND
HEARTFELT THANKS

B Local BSA Troop 4545 from Sebastian,
¥ FL, sent handwritten thank you cards

to the deputies who responded to a
disabled Amtrak train in Nassau back
in July.

The train, which was carrying 219
passengers—including members of
Troop 4545—-broke down on the tracks
during a summer heatwave, with
temperatures soaring to 107 degrees.

2 NCSO’s dedicated deputies stepped
up immediately. They transported
passengers in need of medical care to
their air-conditioned patrol vehicles
and distributed snacks and water to
ensure everyone remained safe and
hydrated.

(epties Chloey Reifhnider, Jeremy Albrecht, Mikah Vazquez, Magan Clardy,
Logan Field, & Sgt. Robert Jackson.)

“These deputies went above and beyond the call of duty to make sure these passengers
were cared for in a rapidly developing situation,” said Sheriff Bill Leeper. “Their
dedication and professionalism went beyond the expected standard, and | thank each
of them for their continued service.”

In recognition of their exceptional response, Deputies David Gray, Jeremy Albrecht,
Magan Clardy, Logan Field, Chloey Reifschneider, and Mikah Vazquez were each

awarded the ABCD (Above & Beyond the Call of Duty) Award.

Stephen Jones & Mark Delacruz.) Victim Advocate Madrina Addison.

NASSAU NIGHT OUT: A COMMUNITY

CELEBRATION

More than a dozen community partners and county agencies joined NCSO for a fun-
filled evening at Hagan Ace Hardware in Callahan. Families connected with resources,
got giveaways, and had some delicious treats from some of Nassau’s local food truck
vendors.
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WELCOME TO THE
TEAM

The newest additions to NCSO were
= officially sworn in! Sheriff Leeper
8 proudly conducted a swearing-in
ceremony to welcome these
exceptional new employees across
| multiple departments. NCSO is
confident they will bring dedication,
professionalism, and compassion to
their vital roles.

7

|ICE POP PATROL ROLLS OUT

As the summer heated up, NCSO’s Community Outreach Vehicle helped the community
cool down. Sheriff Leeper and deputies passed out popsicles to families at Heron Isles
and Ewing Memorial Park this summer to help further the agency’s mission of
community first.

.

—
(Sheriff Bill Leeper)

N
(Deputy Stephen Jones) (Deputy Lisa McCumber)
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NCSO’S NEW
SERGEANTS
S ) ¢4 NCSO is proud to
] ; announce  the
‘ promotion of five
outstanding
team members
to the rank of
Sergeant: Caleb
DelLaCruz, Garth
Holton, Thomas
Edwards, Brent
Lumpkin, and
Jose Maldonado.

Their dedication,
eadership, and
2 commitment  to
il excellence have
| made a lasting

Supervisor of the Quarter: t. Chauncy ason

Deputy of the Quarter: Anthony Green
Investigator of the Quarter: *Undercover*
Detention Deputy of the Quarter: Cody Snead
Communications Officer of the Quarter: Kaitlyn Holton
Civilian of the Quarter: Jami McCormick

DID YOU KNOW ?
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CORRECTIONS

! The Nassau County Jail & Detention Center will be purchasing

two new drug sniffing canines in the near future. Detention
Deputy Aislinn Goldsmith has already been selected as a
handler. Detention Deputy David Phipps has also been selected
as a bloodhound handler to replace Deputy William Mungo, who
was selected for an agency sponsorship to attend crossover
training to law enforcement. Congratulations, Deputy Mungo!
. Also congratulations are in order to Detention Deputy Devean
". Prescott, who was selected to transfer to Patrol. He will begin

orientation in January. The Jail is currently undergoing
- refurbishment of all the inmate shower areas in the pods, with

work expected to be complete in the next week. The Jail’s entire

Transport fleet has been replaced with new vehicles, including
‘ a 2026 Tahoe that will replace a 2015 Tahoe currently in the

fleet.
OPERATIONS

ol Division, Undersheriff Jon Hooper and Director
are in the planning process of implementing a
aich will be designated as Echo Team. The shift
ods of elevated call volume and improve
will include seven deputies, and one
2 from 2:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m. Personnel
a two-week pay period, following a
ent K-9 schedule. Dir. Anstett said,
) strategically supplement patrol
ailable resources during high-
bility to respond to calls for

perations during critical
ed to be implemented in
fiscal year, budget

iscal year that ended September 30.
losing out the books and completing
ess funds back to the BOCC, as
ear, they are also focusing their
egun the necessary steps to
ne annual budget. The annual
ssisting the external audit
tunate to have such a
ad every day.” Director
essfully completed
onnel that works
the purchasing
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atulations to class #10-25, including the 13 people pictured above, which

ed new hire training and was sworn in on September 12. Megan Smith was also

and started in her new role with Human Resources. Deputy Cari Tippins was
join the training staff in late August.

TRAINING DIVISION:
-Training provided to 238 members
-Outside/Advanced Training: 3,338 hours
-New Hire Training: 342 hours

-In Service: 174 hours

-Online: 1,052 hours

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS
-Informal Complaints Received: 12,
including 8 now closed

-Internal Affairs Investigations
Received: 9, including 8 pending due to
criminal charges and 1 currently under
investigation

-Successfully completed the
Promotional Testing process

HUMAN RESOURCES: ACCREDITATION:

-Processed 30 applicants through The Accreditation Department remains
background checks on track with core objectives and key
-Hired 21 employees milestones. The current focus is
-Handled 20 Worker’s Comp claims ensuring readiness for both the Year
-Processed 21 internal transfers Three documentation submission and
-Processed 1retirement the upcoming mock inspection. In
-Enrolled 8 recruits in FSCJ Sponsorship parallel, the department is preparing
Academies for changes to accreditation standards
-Processed 418 employee payroll/benefit that may impact compliance
changes frameworks moving forward.

=

= s
- ‘
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(Safe Kids Academy was held at the new Nassau County Public Safety Training Complex for the first time and was a big success!)

(10 NCSO Explorers participated in the Florida Sheriff's xorer Association {FSE) Fall
Delegates training and competition in Manatee County.)

(Deputy Lisa McCumber and Sgt. Daniel Corbitt spoke
about school safety at Sonshine Christian Academy.)

Teen D



