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n the wake of Hurricane Helene,
Nassau County has emerged rela-
tively unscathed, thanks in large
part to the tireless efforts of local
law enforcement, emergency services,
and civilians working tirelessly around
the clock to keep residents safe. While
the county was spared the full brunt of
the storm, the impact was still signifi-
cant, with downed trees and power lines
scattered throughout the community.
Sheriff Bill Leeper, in a statement
following his assessment of the county,
expressed relief that no injuries had
been reported. "Our county has thank-
fully been spared from the full force of
Hurricane Helene," he said. "However,
our thoughts are with other areas of our
state that weren't as fortunate, as they
have a long road ahead to recovery."
The emergency shelter that was
opened at Wildlight Elementary during

Nassau County Weathers Hurricane Helene

the storm took 1n around a dozen resi-
dents and their pets. While some areas
are still without electricity, power crews
are working tirelessly to restore service
as quickly as possible. Nassau Emer-
gency Management and county officials
have been working diligently to address
the storm's aftermath. The community's
resilience has been on full display, with
neighbors helping neighbors clear de-
bris and secure damaged properties.




Meet NCSO’s K9

Rex!
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Yulee, FLL — This impressive German
Shepherd/Belgian Malinois mix 1s a high-
ly trained dual-purpose canine, ready to
serve and protect our community. He was
donated to NCSO by K9s United.

Rex wasted no time proving his worth. On
September 7, 2024, the Nassau County
Sheriff's Office (NCSO) received multiple
reports of vehicle break-ins at the Heron
Isles Subdivision along Albatross Drive in
Yulee. Responding swiftly to the scene,
Rex successfully executed his first appre-
hension, showcasing the skills he had
honed during his rigorous training. When
he's not on duty, Rex's favorite activity is a
classic canine pastime - playing fetch.
This balance of work and play keeps our
newest K9 officer sharp, focused, and hap-
py in his important role within the NCSO.

NCSO Welcomes New Employ-
ees
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Yulee, FLL — Sheriff Bill Leeper 1s
pleased to announce the recent swearing-

in ceremony for new civilian and patrol
employees. The NCSO family proudly
welcomes two new civilian staff members:
Cheri Arp as Civil Clerk and Juan Perez as
IT Systems Technician. Additionally, six
new Patrol Deputies have joined the force:
Kristina Jackson, Corey Herrington,
Ronald John Thornburg, Olivia Stephens,
Trysten Keeney, and Brian Brennan. Wel-
come to the NCSO family!

NCSO Celebrates Hispanic
Heritage Month

Yulee, FLL — The Nassau County Sher-
iff's Office 1s proud to celebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month. We're highlighting the
stories and experiences of our Hispanic
team members. Meet Ivelisse Torres!

She has been with NCSO for almost 2
years now and is currently a Records Spe-
cialist.

Torres was born in Long Island, New York
to Puerto Rican parents. She is a wife,
mother of two beautiful daughters, and has
four amazing grandchildren. She moved
to Nassau County in 2018.

“I feel pride in being Puerto Rican,
but I wouldn’t call it a “nationality”. It’s a
culture,” said Torres.

She enjoys all the classic Puerto Ri-

can dishes. “I love to cook Pernil, which is
a classic Puerto Rican dish.”
“We are a very resilient people. As a U.S.
territory, Puerto Ricans are proud citizens
of the U.S. I love our Island paradise and
will forever carry our flag in my heart!”



