
 

    NCSO is Celebrating Women’s Leadership  

N 
assau County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Communications Sgt. 
Danielle Rubio is now a 
proud graduate of the Flori-

da Sheriffs Association's first ever 
Women’s Leadership Academy. The 
academy took place the third week in 
March and during Women’s History 
month. This groundbreaking program 
marks a significant milestone in law 
enforcement leadership development. It 
provides women in leadership positions 
across Florida’s Sheriffs’ Offices with 
specialized training in recruitment, ca-
reer advancement, leadership, and 
mentorship. The academy brought to-
gether industry experts, including four 
elected female sheriffs—retired Sheriff 
Susan Benton (Highlands County), re-
tired Sheriff Sadie Darnell (Alachua 
County), Sheriff Michelle Cook (Clay 

County), and Sheriff Rosie Cordero-
Stutz (Miami-Dade County). In 2005, 
Highlands County Sheriff Susan Ben-
ton became the first elected female 
sheriff in Florida. Sadie Darnell served 
as the Sheriff of Alachua County, Flori-
da, from 2006 to 2020, becoming the 
county’s first female sheriff.  
 Michelle Cook is the current Sher-
iff of Clay County, Florida, and she 
made history as the first woman to hold 
this position in the county’s history. On 
November 5, 2024, Florida’s largest 
county, Miami Dade, marked a historic 
milestone by electing Rosie Cordero-
Stutz as its first sheriff since 1966. 
Cordero-Stutz also made history by be-
coming Miami-Dade’s first female 
sheriff and the first Hispanic female 
sheriff in Florida.  
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Yulee, FL — While everyone’s gearing 
up for the NCAA Basketball Tournament, 
the Florida Sheriff’s Association is bring-
ing back the K9 March Madness Tourna-
ment to crown the Top Dog in Florida! 
This year, NCSO is excited to enter our 
very own German Shepherd K9, Kylo! 
Wishing him the best of luck as he com-
petes for the title!  

Yulee, FL. — An NCSO deputy and good 
Samaritan helped rescue a boater who had 
fallen overboard and spent nearly an hour 
in cold waters hanging onto an anchor. 
The incident took place at approximately 
4:21 p.m. on March 13, 2025. Dispatch 
alerted our Ag Marine Unit of a person in 
distress in the Cumberland Sound near the 
St. Mary's Entrance Channel. Deputies lo-
cated a vessel with one occupant who re-

ported his companion had fallen over-
board while attempting to raise the anchor. 
The victim had been clinging to the an-
chor line in 64-degree water and was 
showing signs of severe exhaustion and 
hypothermia. Deputies from Nassau 
County Sheriff's Office and Camden 
County Sheriff's Office, Camden County 
GA Marine Unit coordinated rescue ef-
forts. With assistance from a good Samari-
tan boater who stopped to help, the dis-
tressed boater was successfully pulled 
back aboard onto the vessel.  
 

 

Yulee, FL — Captain Renee Graham has 
retired from the Nassau County Sheriff’s 
Office after 32 years of dedicated service. 
Her journey began with a criminology 
course at Florida State University, which 
sparked her passion for law enforcement.
 She started her career working in the 
jail before attending both the Police and 
Corrections Academies. Graham also 
served as a School Resource Officer at 
Callahan Middle School.     
 Notably, she made history as the first 
female sergeant on patrol at the Nassau 
County Sheriff’s Office. She retired from 
her position as Captain of Special Opera-
tions, where she worked closely with the 
community and made significant contribu-
tions to the department.   
 Please join us in congratulating Cap-
tain Graham on her remarkable career and 
many years of service to our community. 
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