
 

   Deputy Hailed a Hero After Shark Bite Rescue   

O 
n Friday, June 26, 2024, at 
11:15 a.m., the Nassau Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office (NCSO) 
Marine Unit responded to a 

distress call reporting a shark bite in the 
Amelia River near the WestRock paper 
mill just north of the Port of Fernandina 
and downtown Fernandina Beach.   
 The incident occurred when a man, 
who had been fishing, caught a shark 
and brought it aboard his vessel. In the 
process, he sustained a bite to his right 
arm.  
 Upon arrival, NCSO’s  Marine 
Unit Deputy Ken Clements found the 
victim with a critical injury. Sheriff Bill 
Leeper described it as “a severe shark 
bite to his forearm.” Leeper added, "He 
lost a lot of blood and was bleeding 
pretty bad."  
 Acting swiftly, Deputy Clements 
boarded the vessel and applied a tourni-

quet to stop the bleeding. Deputy 
Clements then piloted the boat to the 
Dee Dee Bartels boat ramp, where Fer-
nandina Beach Fire Rescue was stand-
ing by. The victim was immediately air-
lifted to a nearby hospital, where he is 
now alert and recovering. 
 "Deputy Clements' quick thinking 
and decisive action undoubtedly saved 
this man's life. His bravery and skill un-
der pressure exemplify the best of our 
department. He's a true hero,” Sheriff 
Leeper said.  
 In light of this incident, NCSO 
would like to remind  boaters to exer-
cise caution when dealing with sharks. 
“Always prioritize safety when fish-
ing,” Sheriff Leeper advised. “If you 
catch a shark, it's best to cut the line ra-
ther than attempt to bring it aboard. 
Your life is worth more than any catch.”  
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Hilliard, FL —  Nassau County Sheriff's 
Office school resource officers, Deputies 
Daniel Jones and Dempsey Revels, re-
cently participated in a memorable visit to 
Camp Sorensen in Hilliard.   
 The deputies engaged in various out-
door activities with students, fostering 
positive relationships and creating lasting 
memories during this enriching camping 
experience. In 2020, Firehouse Subs co-
founder Robin Sorensen and his wife, Ta-
bitha, made a generous gesture to the 
Youth Ranches. They offered to fund the 
purchase of the First Baptist Church of 
Jacksonville Retreat Center in Hilliard, 
FL, with one condition: that it be trans-
formed into a summer camp for youth. 

Yulee, FL —  We are thrilled to congratu-
late our Director, Robin Patterson, on her 
recent graduation from the prestigious FBI 
National Academy in Quantico, Virginia. 
 She was part of the 290th session, 
which consisted of law enforcement pro-
fessionals from 46 states, the District of 
Columbia, 24 countries, five military or-
ganizations, and six federal civilian organ-
izations. Director Patterson began her ca-
reer with NCSO 28 years ago and we look 
forward to the positive impact her en-
hanced leadership skills will have on our 
organization.  

Yulee, FL —  Nassau County Sheriff Bill 
Leeper proudly presided over a swearing-
in ceremony to welcome a group of new 
employees to the Sheriff's Office.  
 The newest additions to the depart-
ment include Records Specialist Caroline 
Gordon. The new Patrol Deputies are 
Zachary Lanier, James Nosant, Caden 
Crossett, Justin Cotton, and Timothy 
Clayton. Joining the ranks of Detention 
Deputies are Christopher Boivin, Curtis 
Ford, Noah Walker, and Kelvin McGill.
 Sheriff Leeper expressed his enthusi-
asm for the new recruits, stating, “We are 
thrilled to welcome these dedicated indi-
viduals to our team. Their commitment to 
serving and protecting our community is 
commendable, and we look forward to the 
positive impact they will have on Nassau 
County.” 
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