
 

         The Magic of Shop with a Cop  

D 
ecember brought with it the 
warmth of the Nassau 
County spirit.  
NCSO traded their regular 
duties for shopping carts 

and holiday cheer. The Nassau County 
Sheriff's Office's annual Shop with a 
Cop event transformed local stores into 
scenes of joy and connection. 

Over two special Thursday evenings, 
deputies walked the aisles with bright-
eyed children from seven local elemen-
tary schools. Each young shopper had 
$175 to spend—half for necessities like 
clothing and school supplies, half for 
the toys that make Christmas morning 
magical. Our deputies, serving as both 
shopping buddies and mentors, helped 
their young partners make thoughtful 
choices between warm sweaters and 
shiny toys. 

The first Thursday saw 144 children 
from Bryceville, Callahan Intermedi-
ate, and Callahan Elementary schools. 
A week later, 189 more kids from 
Yulee Elementary, Yulee Primary, Hilli-
ard Elementary, and Wildlight Elemen-
tary joined in the festive tradition. 
Thanks to NCSO Charities Inc. and the 
community's generous support, 333 
children would wake up to a brighter 
Christmas morning. 
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Yulee, FL —  Our PIO Alicia Tarancon 
was promoted to Public Affairs Director, 
Lt. Dee Gaston was promoted to Captain, 
and Josh Courchene, Josh Huffmon, and 
Robert Jackson were promoted to Ser-
geant!  Their hard work, dedication, and 
leadership have not gone unnoticed, and 
these accomplishments are well-deserved. 
We are proud of your successes and excit-
ed to see the bright futures ahead for each 
of you. Thank you for your commitment 
to excellence and service to our communi-
ty.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nassau County, FL. —  Sheriff Bill 
Leeper and the Grinch teamed up to 
spread some holiday cheer during the Cal-
lahan Christmas Parade and Fernandina 
Beach Lighted Christmas Parade. Adding 

a special touch to the festivities, the sher-
iff's granddaughters waved cheerfully 
from the air boat in downtown Fernandi-
na. Both of these yearly events are memo-
rable celebrations that bring smiles to 
spectators young and old, proving that 
even the Grinch can't resist the magic of 
the holiday season!  

 

Jacksonville, FL —  The Jacksonville 
Sheriff's Office recently hosted a success-
ful graduation ceremony for the Northeast 
Florida Criminal Justice Center, where a 
new group of recruits completed their 
training at the Corrections Academy. 
Among the proud graduates were Recruits 
Mitchell Maddox and Aundry Fulton, who 
just began their careers in law enforce-
ment at the Nassau County Sheriff’s Of-
fice.  
A special congratulations goes to Recruit 
Maddox, who earned the prestigious 
Sharpshooter Award for achieving the 
highest overall shooting score in his class. 
His dedication to excellence in both phys-
ical and tactical skills is a testament to the 
rigorous training the recruits undergo at 
the academy. Maddox was also an NCSO 
Explorer for three years.  
Congratulations to all the graduates for 
their hard work and determination. Their 
service is greatly appreciated!  
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