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Shop with a Cop Brings Holiday Cheer

he holiday season was made
brighter for hundreds of Nas-
sau County Children through
NCSO Charities’ annual Shop
with a Cop events that will last a life-
time.
On December 4, approximately 150
children from Bryceville Elementary,
Callahan Intermediate, and Callahan
Elementary participated in the first
event. Our deputies had an incredible
time helping local students shop for
gifts while sharing laughter, smiles,
and holiday cheer. Thanks to the gener-
osity of our partners, volunteers, and
community supporters, the evening
was truly unforgettable.
Just one week later, on December
11, we wrapped up our second and fi-
nal Shop with a Cop event of the year,
and i1t was another incredible night.

More than 200 children were given the
opportunity to shop, celebrate the sea-
son, and create special memories
alongside our deputies. Between both
events, a total of 346 children were
able to enjoy Christmas this year.

The celebration continued the fol-
lowing week with festive fun, as fami-
lies enjoyed taking photos with Mr. and
Mrs. Claus and Sheriff Bill Leeper dur-
ing our annual Santa with a Badge.
Children participated in coloring activi-
ties with our Jail staff, spent time visit-
ing with deputies, met K9 Max, and
even had a surprise visit from the
Grinch.

A special thank-you goes to
PetSmart for their continued generosity
in donating stuffed animals, helping
make the experience even more mean-
ingful for the children of Nassau Coun-

ty.



NCSO Participates in Hanuk-
kah Menorah Lighting
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Yulee, FL. — Sheriff Bill Leeper was hon-
ored to take part in a Menorah lighting
celebrating Hanukkah. This was the Wild-
light community’s first Hanukkah celebra-
tion. It featured music, doughnuts, latkes,
and celebration.

The moment was especially meaning-
ful as Rabbi Levi Katz, who led the light-
ing, not only opened the first synagogue
in Nassau County but also recently be-
came the first Rabbi to join the Nassau
County Sheriff’s Office Chaplain Pro-
gram.

Thank you to Rabbi Levi Katz and
the Chabad Jewish Center of Amelia Is-
land for spreading light and bringing our
community together during this special
season.

Welcome to the Team, K9
Leo

Yulee, FL— The Lions Club of Yulee
generously donated the funds to help us
purchase K9 Leo for Deputy Shier.

K9 Leo 1s a 14-month-old, dual-
purpose Belgian Malinois originally from
the Netherlands and was acquired from
Sentinel Canine Solutions in Jacksonville.
He recently earned his narcotics detection
certification. We are grateful for the Lions
Club of Yulee’s continued support of our
deputies and their commitment to public
safety.

NCSO Explorers Shine at Win-

eight NCSO Explorers traveled to Clay
County to attend the Florida Sheriff’s Ex-
plorer Association Winter Delegates.

The Explorers competed in a pistol
shooting competition where Explorer Hai-
ley McKenzie earned a 2nd Place medal
in her division for rimfire (.22 caliber)
shooting.

This marks the third consecutive Del-
egates event where an NCSO Explorer has
medaled in the shooting competition—an
accomplishment we are extremely proud
of. On Saturday, December 6th, the Ex-
plorers took part in several scenario-based
training exercises alongside other Explor-
er Units from across Florida. These sce-
narios included responding to a disturb-
ance, responding to a burglary, and con-
ducting radio communications. They also
completed a static training focused on
Tactical Medical Applications.

The Delegates weekend wrapped up
with a banquet, where awards from the
shooting competition were formally pre-
sented.



