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Annual Event H

n a display of interstate coopera-

tion, the Nassau County Sheriff's

Office (NCSO) joined forces with

various law enforcement agencies
at the Georgia Welcome Center for the
30th annual "Hands Across the Border"
event in Camden County. This long-
standing tradition aims to promote road
safety as the bustling Labor Day week-
end approaches.

What began three decades ago as a
friendly competition between Georgia
and Florida highway patrols has
evolved into a crucial platform for dis-
seminating vital safety messages to mo-
torists. The event now focuses on five
key areas of concern: buckling up, driv-
ing sober, slowing down, avoiding dis-
tractions, and properly securing chil-
dren in safety seats. Sheriff Bill Leeper
of the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office

emphasized the importance of the event.

elps Promote Road Safety

“For 30 years, we've been coming to-
gether to remind drivers of their respon-
sibility on the roads. For the Labor Day
Weekend, we always want to remind
everyone to celebrate safely and return
home to their loved ones.”

The gathering saw a significant
turnout of officers from both states, un-
derlining the shared commitment to
keeping interstate highways safe during
one of the busiest travel periods of the
year.

Participating law enforcement in-
cluded NCSO, Camden County Sher-
iff’s Office, Georgia Department of
Public Safety, Glynn County Sheriff’s
Office, Jesup Georgia Police Depart-
ment, Kingsland Police Department,
and the Florida Highway Patrol. By
working together and staying vigilant,
we can all contribute to reducing crash-
es and saving lives.




Badges and Blood Drives
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Yulee, FL — Members of the Nassau
County Sheriff's Office rolled up their
sleeves near the end of August to donate
blood through OneBlood. These everyday
heroes aren't just protecting our communi-
ty on the streets or answering 911 calls—
they're saving lives one pint at a time. Did
you know blood is essential to life and
there 1s no substitutes? It cannot be made
or manufactured. More than 25% of the
blood supply 1s used by patients battling
cancer and the second most common med-
ical procedure in U.S. hospitals 1s the
transfusion of blood and blood products.

Detective Honored for Helping
Capture Child Predator
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Yulee, FL. — The FBI presented a prestig-
ious award to NCSO’s Detective Josh
Carter for his dedication on protecting
children. On April 3, 2023, Det. Carter,
who was part of the Northeast Florida IN-

TERCEPT Task Force, traveled to Texas
and arrested Charles Grant Leonard of
Nacogdoches, Texas. Leonard was ac-
cused of using electronic devices to co-
erce a victim in Nassau County into send-
ing explicit photos and videos.

Det. Carter's diligent work on this
case, 1n collaboration with Northeast Flor-
1da INTERCEPT Task Force, led to the

successful arrest of Leonard in Texas.

NCSO Grant Enhances Safety
for the Vulnerable

Yulee, FL — We’re thrilled to announce
that the Alzheimer’s Foundation of Ameri-
ca has selected NCSO as a national grant
recipient from organizations across the
country! This generous grant will support
our Project LifeSaver Program, a crucial
initiative designed to track and locate in-
dividuals who wander off and become
lost.

Laura Hamilton, a grateful Nassau
County parent, shared her positive experi-
ence with us. Although she hasn’t had to
activate Project LifeSaver for her six-year
-old daughter, Grace Ann, who has Down
Syndrome, the peace of mind it provides
1s invaluable.

Laura expressed, “For me, it’s about
that sense of safety. If something were to
happen, I feel confident that she would be
found quickly.” She appreciates knowing
that Grace Ann can be quickly tracked and
located if necessary, and she’s thankful for
the program’s support.



