
 

   NCSO Joins Multi-State “Hands Across the Border” Safety Initiative 

N 
CSO is proud to join the 
Camden County Sheriff’s 
Office and law enforcement 
partners from Georgia, 

Florida, Alabama, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee for the annual Hands Across 
the Border campaign at the Georgia 
Welcome Center, Exit 1 on I-95. 
Hands Across the Border is a long-
standing traffic enforcement and safety 
campaign aimed at keeping drivers safe 
ahead of the busy Labor Day weekend. 
Deputies, troopers, and officers from 
across the Southeast will unite in this 
multi-state effort to remove drunk and 
drugged drivers from the roadways and 
address other serious violations, in-
cluding distracted driving, speeding, 
and seatbelt and child restraint viola-
tions. 
The initiative began in 1991 as a 

friendly wager between the Georgia 
State Patrol and Florida Highway Pa-
trol to see which state could reduce al-
cohol-related traffic deaths during the 
holiday travel period. It has since 
grown into a highly coordinated safety 
operation spanning multiple states, 
with simultaneous checkpoints held the 
week prior to Labor Day. Sheriff Bill 
Leeper said participation in this cam-
paign reflects NCSO’s commitment to 
roadway safety.  
 
“Labor Day is a time for family and 
celebration, but it’s also one of the 
busiest travel weekends of the year,” 
Leeper said. “By joining with our part-
ners across state lines, we are sending 
a clear message: if you drink and 
drive, use drugs, or drive recklessly, 
you will be stopped.” 
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Yulee, FL — The Nassau County Sher-
iff’s Office, in partnership with the State 
Attorney’s Office, recently wrapped up its 
Pack the Patrol Car school supply drive—
collecting and distributing more than 200 
backpacks filled with classroom essentials 
to families in need. The drive supported 
Barnabas, a local nonprofit that helps chil-
dren experiencing homelessness and hous-
ing instability.  
Sheriff’s Office officials said the goal was 
to ensure every child starts the school year 
with confidence and the tools they need to 
succeed. According to state data, nearly 
95,000 students across Florida are experi-
encing homelessness, including more than 
400 in Nassau County. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yulee, FL — The Nassau County Sher-

iff’s Office is warning residents about a 
phone scam circulating in the area. Scam-
mers have been impersonating Lt. Philip 
Crews and Capt. Ryan Van Tassell, claim-
ing the victim missed jury duty and faces 
a warrant unless payment is made imme-
diately. 
Officials stress this is a scam. The Sher-
iff’s Office will never call demanding 
money or threaten arrest over the phone. 
Jury duty notices and related fines are 
handled only through official court chan-
nels. 
Residents who receive such calls are 
urged to hang up immediately, avoid shar-
ing personal or financial information, and 
report the scam to the Sheriff’s Office at 
904-225-5174.  

 
Yulee, FL— A new classmate joined 
some Nassau County students this school 
year, but this student has four legs. K9 
Max, the Nassau County Sheriff’s Of-
fice’s newest canine, was deployed within 
the Nassau County School District as part 
of NCSO’s partnership with the district.  
 K9 Max specializes in firearm detec-
tion and was introduced this school year 
as another layer of preventative security. 
The one-year-old Fox Red Lab specializes 
in sniffing out guns, but is also trained in 
human tracking and article search. He 
loves working alongside the students and 
staff!  
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