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DANGEROUS
GAME

Nassau County Sheriff Bill
Leeper announced a
successful multi-phase
operation targeting
individuals attempting to
engage in sexual crimes
against minors, resulting in 23
total arrests. 

A shooting in Yulee
highlighted the dangers of a
high school game called
“Senior Assassins”. A teen
was shot in the arm while
lurking outside a house in the
dark waiting to “tag” his
classmate.

www . n a s s a u s o . c o m

HEARTS &
HEROES
The community showed up
big for the first ever Hearts
and Heroes fundraiser at the
Callahan McDonald’s on
Valentine’s Day. NCSO’s Law
Enforcement Torch Run team
raised nearly $600 towards
Special Olympics Florida.

Read More - Page 3

After several years’ absence, I am excited to
welcome back our quarterly newsletter. This
publication will highlight all of the positive work our
employees accomplish and keep our community
informed about what is going on around NCSO.

The first quarter of 2025 kicked off with a successful
special operation targeting suspected child sexual
predators. I am proud of our team’s work in
collaboration with multiple local, state, and federal
agencies to get these individuals off the streets.

As our county continues to grow, so will the
opportunity for crime. The key is eliminating that
opportunity through education and taking a
proactive approach.   

I want to thank our employees for their continued
support and dedication to serve and protect our
citizens in a courteous and professional manner.

Preserving freedom and democracy, in a society as
complex as ours, is not easy and it takes dedicated
professionals to carry out our duties and
responsibilities. 

Stay safe, 
Sheriff Bill Leeper

(Sheriff Bill Leeper announces the results of Special Operations Deviant Nightfall &
Sunrise.)
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A shooting in Yulee showcased the dangers of a
high school game called “Senior Assassins”. A
teen was shot in the arm while lurking outside a
house in the dark waiting to “tag” his classmate
with a water gun. The homeowner saw what
looked like a gun and shot the 18-year-old. He
was taken to the hospital and survived.

Sheriff Bill Leeper joined other Northeast Florida
Sheriffs and State Attorney Melissa Nelson to
warn parents about this game, which has
sparked concern for several years across the
nation. 

“This can be a deadly game,” Sheriff Leeper said.
“The intent of the game is fun, there’s no
problem with that. But you have to use common
sense.”

DANGEROUS GAME

MISSING ADULTS’
DAY
Missing Adults’ Day honors those who
may be missing, but are never
forgotten. Sheriff Bill Leeper and
Detective Charity Rose attended an
event in Jacksonville to remember the
lives of those who have been missing,
including six in Nassau County. 

The Sheriff and Det. Rose joined the
Markham family at the annual event,
organized by Project Cold Case.
Jackie Markham has been missing for
more than two decades. 

“To the families out there missing a
loved one from Nassau County, we will
never stop looking," Sheriff Leeper
said. "We will continue to look over
those cases to see if there's
something we can do."   

OPERATION DEVIANT NIGHTFALL
Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper announced a successful multi-phase operation
targeting individuals attempting to engage in sexual crimes against minors, resulting in
23 total arrests across Florida and Georgia. (Continued on page 3) 

(Sheriff Bill Leeper joins State Attorney Melissa Nelson at the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office.)

(Sheriff Bill Leeper joins Det. Charity Rose and the Markham
family at Jacksonville City Hall.)

(All of those who helped make Operation Deviant Nightfall a success gathered in the Criminal Investigations Division.)



This Valentine’s Day, many in the
Callahan community donated their
love to Special Olympics Florida.
NCSO’s Hearts and Heroes event
raised nearly $600 towards the Law
Enforcement Torch Run. 

All of the money raised benefits
approximately 76,000 Special
Olympic athletes across Florida. This
year, the team set a goal of raising
$3,000 for the annual event. 

Several deputies helped deliver food
to customers at the Callahan
McDonald’s, which proudly hosted
Hearts and Heroes. There was even a
surprise visit from K9 Rip. Read more
about this year’s Law Enforcement
Torch Run on page 4.
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HEARTS & HEROES

Special Operation Deviant Nightfall, a four
day coordinated effort beginning January
15th, 2025, led to 16 arrests. The operation
involved undercover detectives posing as
minors online, then intercepting suspects
who attempted to arrange sexual
encounters with who they believed were
children.

A follow-up phase, dubbed Deviant Sunrise,
resulted in seven additional arrests over the
subsequent two months, expanding the
operation’s reach across multiple counties.

“These individuals we arrested represent
the worst in our society to prey on our
children,” Sheriff Bill Leeper said. “These
suspects need to be in jail and that’s where
we put them.”

“We’ve taken individuals who sought to
have sex with a child off the street. To me,
there’s no worse crime worth arresting for,”
Det. Joshua Carter, the lead investigator on
the special operation, said. “It’s unfortunate
and something that needs to be stopped in
our community.”

Most suspects now face multiple felony
charges, with arrests primarily conducted in
Yulee, Florida.

OPERATION DEVIANT NIGHTFALL (CON’T)

(Top: Sgt. Bill Quick hands out donation packets at the McDonald’s drive-thru.
Bottom left: Deputy Daniel Jones and Corrections Deputy Jacob Deal greet
customers with K9 Rip)



DID YOU KNOW
In 2024, our 911 Communications Center received 176,772 calls
for service. Of those calls, 69% were dispatched to NCSO. 17%
went to Fernandina Beach Police Department. Nassau County
Fire Rescue received 7% of the calls, and the rest were split
between Animal Control, the Fernandina Beach Fire Department,
and Nassau School Board Police. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN SUCCESS
We are thrilled to announce this year's
Law Enforcement Torch Run raised
$3,000, with every dollar going directly
towards Special Olympics Florida. 

Runners from West Nassau ROTC, Yulee
High School ROTC, and local law
enforcement helped make a difference
in this year’s event.

NCSO has been part of the Law
Enforcement Torch Run for more than 20
years. It started in 1981 in Wichita,
Kansas, as a way for law enforcement to
be active in the community.

EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR 2024

CIVILIAN:
COMMUNICATIONS:
DETENTION DEPUTY: 
DEPUTY:
DETECTIVE:
SUPERVISOR:
CHAPLAIN:
VOLUNTEER:                   

Macayla King
Communication Officer Katrina Williams
Deputy Justin Hare
Deputy Tyler Clements
Detective James Ballard
Sergeant Joseph Pickett
John Casper
William Howe               



LIFE SAVING AWARDS 2024
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Deputy Justin Haire 
Deputy Jeremy Albrecht 
Deputy Gregory Gordon 
Deputy Carlos Peralta 
Detective Ken Clements 
Detective Michael Brandon 
Deputy Brian Fitzpatrick 

Detective Mark Nassar 
Detective Irving Edwards 
Deputy Charles Chandler 
Director Clyde ‘Butch’ Osborne 
Captain Charles ‘Charlie’ Lucas 
Detective Gary ‘Clay’ Burnsed

Detectives Ken Clements and Michael
Brandon went above the call of duty
when responding to a shark bite in the
Amelia River in June of 2024. Upon
arrival, the victim stated they had been
fishing when they caught a large shark.
Det. Clements saw a towel wrapped
around the victim’s arm with blood
dripping. He boarded the boat and
applied a tourniquet, which drastically
reduced bleeding and was undoubtedly
a life saving measure. Both detectives
worked as a team to respond to the
scene within minutes of the call going
out. 

While off duty, Deputy Jeremy Albrecht was
near the area of a cardiac arrest call. Without
hesitation, Albrecht responded to the scene
where he spotted a small toddler not
breathing. Witnesses said he “sprinted to the
pool, and began saving the child’s life.” After
performing CPR, and with help from fire
rescue personnel, the child was stable and
breathing again in just a short time. 

Deputy Justin Haire was off duty in
Jacksonville when he noticed a woman
laying on the side of Normandy
Boulevard who appeared to be
suffering from a medical emergency.
His NCSO experience and training
kicked in, and he performed a sternum
rub to bring the victim back to
consciousness until fire rescue arrived.  



DIRECTOR’S 
CORNER
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

CORRECTIONS

The Administrative Services team is going digital in fleet maintenance to efficiently
track work orders. The team is also working to hire a unit dedicated to installing
emergency vehicle equipment therefore cutting costs and improving timeliness of new
vehicle assignments. The unit is also increasing the size of our Honor Guard team from
12 to 16 to answer the needs of NCSO as we continue to grow and assist when called
upon for outside community events. Administrative Services is also purging old supplies
in the Property and Supply Unit to create a more efficient work space.

Professional Standards recognizes Det. T.C. Edwards for his dedication and
contributions to the Internal Affairs Unit. He has demonstrated a strong commitment to
enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of the unit through his extensive knowledge
of IAPro, the department’s case management system. Det. Edwards regularly offers
innovative suggestions to improve the overall functionality of the Internal Affairs Unit.
Professional Standards commends his professionalism, initiative, and unwavering
commitment to excellence. 

The jail is going through several improvement projects. The new Sally port is nearly
complete and now the entrance is the new exit, which helps create a barrier between
the public and law enforcement to improve safety. The kitchen is being gutted and will
be completely remodeled with new equipment and is expected to be done sometime in
April. Jail staff met with members of the Civic Planning Board to design the new jail
configuration. Staff is also proud of Sgt. James Blount, who was selected to attend the
Florida Leadership Academy and they look forward to the impact he will make back at
the jail through the training he received. 

FINANCE
The Finance team has completed the 2024 fiscal year independent audit from Purvis
Gray & Company with a perfect external audit. Director Allan Reynolds congratulates the
finance team on another successful year. Now, they focus their attention on working
with Sheriff Leeper on preparation of the 2025-2026 fiscal year budget, which is due to
the Board of County Commissioners on June 1 . st

DID YOU KNOW
NCSO has seen a consistent decrease in drug overdoses,
primarily linked to Fentanyl usage. We received 103 calls for
service involving a possible overdose in 2024, compared to
170 in 2023.  Our narcotics unit remains active in shutting
down drug houses to eliminate these hazardous substances
from our communities.
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NCSO CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Ford has served with NCSO for nearly a year
as a corrections deputy. He  said Black
History Month is an opportunity to reflect
on the struggles and triumphs that have
shaped society, recognize the impact of
Black leaders, and educate ourselves on
the rich cultural heritage that often goes
overlooked. 

“Diversity in law enforcement is important
for building trust, fostering understanding,
and ensuring that different perspectives
are represented in the field," he said.

Warner has been one of our dedicated
fleet technicians for more than three
years. He said Black History Month is a
powerful reminder that success isn’t
determined by the challenges you face,
but by your dedication and self-discipline. 

“No matter what cards you’re dealt or
what challenges or setbacks you
encounter, true innovation and the strive
to do better isn’t up to skin color, it’s up to
the person’s dedication and self-
discipline,” Warner said. 

JAKOBE WARNER

CURTIS FORD

Clay served Nassau County as a Patrol
Deputy for the past two years. He said
Black History Month is more than just a
time to celebrate historical achievements,
but it’s an opportunity for all of us to learn
from each other and grow together in
today’s world.

Some of Clay’s biggest inspirations
include Ralph White, Moody Hall, Edward
Kimball, John Milledge, and Clyde Lee, the
first Black police officers in Miami near
where he grew up.

JOEL CLAY

Campbell  is one of NCSO’s newest
crossing guards. His dedication to the role
and his commitment to serving his
community reflect the very essence of
what Black History Month represents. As
someone who is deeply rooted in faith and
community service, he understands the
importance of setting an example and
making a difference in the lives of others.

“Black history means a time of accepting
and realizing our cultural heritage,”
Campbell said. “If you don’t know where
you came from, you don’t know where
you’re going.”

DWAYNE CAMPBELL
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NCSO CELEBRATES WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

April marks Hamilton’s two-year mark with
NCSO as a dispatcher. She said she likes to
be a problem solver for callers who are
often overwhelmed or flustered. “It can feel
like a puzzle trying to piece together what
information they’re giving you to create a
solution,” Hamilton said.

Her biggest inspiration is Mariska Hargitay
from Law & Order SVU. Beyond TV, she also
plays a part in victims rights through her
non-profit, the Joyful Heart Foundation,
which Hamilton finds inspiring.

Lt. Goethe has been working with NCSO
for about a dozen years. Goethe worked
eight of those years on the floor of
dispatch, answering the calls for service.
She has since moved into leading a team
of dispatchers.  

“This career field is for the mentally
strong,” Goethe said. “We are talking to
people usually during the worst times of
their lives. You have to be able to remain
calm, quickly make decisions and
effectively communicate.” 

BRIANNA GOETHE

BRIANNA HAMILTON

Deputy Reifschneider has served Nassau
County as a Patrol Deputy for about three
years. She said she enjoys the job because
it keeps her active, from calls to service to
connecting with the community. 

“It’s hard to be a female in this industry,
but at the same time it’s very rewarding,”
Reifschneider said. “I highly recommend
this job. It teaches you a lot about
yourself, your character, or even teaches
you something you need to change about
yourself.”

CHLOEY REIFSCHNEIDER

Capt. Graham has represented women in
law enforcement at NCSO for more than
three decades. In March, she recognized
Women’s History Month and celebrated
retirement. She’s risen the ranks from
working at the jail, to becoming a corporal,
SRO, the first female sergeant on patrol,
and eventually captain of Special Ops.

“Don’t ever let anybody tell you there’s
anything you can’t do. You can do anything
you set your mind to,” Capt. Graham said.
“If it’s your desire to be in law
enforcement, then there’s a place for
you.”

CAPT. RENEE GRAHAM
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH

COFFEE WITH A COP

WOMEN’S SELF DEFENSE

TEEN DRIVER CHALLENGE

The first Friday of February is
traditionally celebrated as “School
Crossing Guard Appreciation Day”.
Sheriff Leeper and Capt. Renee Graham
honored these everyday heroes at Willie
Jewell’s Old School BBQ.  

SCHOOL CROSSING
GUARD APPRECIATION
DAY

THE AMELIA

COMMUNITY HELPER DAYS: HILLIARD ELEMENTARY & SONSHINE CHRISTIAN ACADEMY


