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As I write this letter and reflect on 2015, I am reminded of what a privilege it is to serve this commu-

nity and represent an agency of over 300 of the most dedicated law enforcement & corrections offic-

ers, civilian employees, and volunteers in the country. 

 

I am honored to highlight the accomplishments and hard work of the men and women of the Nassau 

County Sheriffôs Office in this Annual Report.  Our employees are a dedicated professional group of 

men and women who work hard, train hard and continuously strive to be the best. 

 

From the patrol deputies on the streets, to the civilians who support all aspects of our agency, to the 

detention deputies who staff our jails, and all the other law enforcement personnel working to combat 

crime, the men and women of the Nassau County Sheriffôs Office are committed to your safety. With 

their efforts, I can say with certainty that this truly is ñA Safer County.ò  The men and women of the 

Nassau County Sheriffôs Office are ordinary people who perform extraordinary work on behalf of the 

people we serve.  It is our honor to perform these duties and we will continue to serve with profes-

sionalism and pride. 

 

This report is designed to give you an overview of important local issues, including crime, the budget 

and public safety.  It also gives me the opportunity to highlight the three divisions of the sheriffôs of-

fice: Law Enforcement, Administrative Services, and Corrections.  I hope this report brings commu-

nity awareness to the varied responsibilities of our agency, including how each division works in 

unison to accomplish our goal of providing the finest public safety services to Nassau Countyôs citi-

zens. 

 

As your Sheriff, I am honored to help protect and serve one of the most appealing places to live in 

the United States.  We are dedicated to excellence and will continue to provide the highest level of 

law enforcement services and outreach programs available to protect and educate our citizens.  

  

I firmly believe Nassau County is one of the best places to work, live and visit.  It is thanks to com-

munity partnerships that we continue to maintain such a superb quality of life here in northeast Flori-

da.  On behalf of the dedicated men and women of the Nassau County Sheriffôs Office, I present you 

the NCSO 2015 Annual Report. 

 

Please stay safe! 

 

Bill Leeper, Sheriff 
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On June 12, 2015, Sheriff Bill Leeper completed the 10- week 

training session at the FBI National Academy Session 260 in 

Quantico, Virginia. Sheriff Leeper was awarded the ñYellow 

Brickò and ñBlue Brickò for successfully completing a 6.1-mile 

obstacle trail built by the U.S. Marine Corps and swam 34 miles. 
 

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

In September 2015, Lieutenant Ryan Vantassell, 

Captain Butch Osborne, and Captain John Anstett 

attended the 4 1/2 day FBI LEEDA class held at 

the Omni Amelia Island Plantation.  This innova-

tive program is designed for executive level law 

enforcement leaders and focuses on the emerging 

challenges facing our profession.  This highly-

interactive program follows the FBI-LEEDA 

ñCops Talking to Copsò model of professional de-

velopment.  The seminar uses a wide range of 

source material and calls upon participantsô own professional experiences to facilitate individual de-

velopment and learning.  

 

 

In December, 2015, Sergeant Cheri Fisher attended training in 

Perry, Florida, on forming a Tactical Response Team at the 

NCSO Jail/Detention Facility. The training was provided by the 

U.S. SOG, which included instruction on being a team leader.  

US C-SOG leadership programs are meant to train new and ex-

perienced leaders in operational leadership capacity for correc-

tions special operations Units.   
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Detective Ray Rhoden was nominated by NCSO for the Florida 

Retail Federation Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award.  

He was recognized for his efforts in the area of retail theft and 

was a finalist for statewide recognition. 

 

 

 

 

Sergeant Scott Gearis, Deputy Ken Clements and Deputy 

Thomas Kelley were recognized by the Florida Sheriffôs 

Association as a finalist for the FSA Law Enforcement Of-

ficer of the Year.  They saved the life of a FWC Officer 

who fell in the water while attempting to rescue individu-

als in a boat that was adrift in stormy seas. 

 

 

Deputy Kellam Paolillo and Deputy 

Dallas Palecek were recognized for 

their efforts in traffic safety and help-

ing to keep Nassau County roads safer 

for all motorists. 

 

 

The STEMI (ST elevation myocardial infarction) Team at UF 

Health Shands held a ñCelebration of Lifeò recognition day at 

their hospital in Jacksonville to thank all of the 911 operators, 

first responders, nurses, and doctors from several counties who 

were involved in saving the life of another.  Nassau County 911 

operators Lisa Jones and Grace Mason were on duty January 

29, 2014 when someone called needing help for heart attack 

symptoms.  Their quick response in getting Nassau Fire/Rescue 

to the individual was instrumental in saving the manôs life. 
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The Nassau County Board of County Commis-

sioners made a resolution in honor of National 

Public Safety Telecommunications Week. A reso-

lution was read at the BOCC Meeting Monday, 

April 13th, 2015, designating April 12th thru the 

18th as National Public Safety Telecommunica-

tions Week. 

 

 

 

 

Life Saving Award: On August 5, 2015, Deputy Ralph ñDempseyò 

Revels responded to a cardiac distress call at the Raceway gas station 

at SR 200 and I-95.  The man was not breathing and had no pulse, so 

Deputy Revels, resorting to his first aid training, immediately began 

measures to attempt resuscitation of the individual by performing 

CPR.  Deputy Revels quickly and calmly cleared the manôs airway of 

any obstruction and began chest compressions.  He continued the 

compressions until Nassau County Fire/Rescue personnel arrived on the scene several minutes later.  

Doctors at the hospital determined the individual had suffered a heart attack and believe, as a direct 

result of the quick response and actions of Deputy Revels, that the man is still alive today. 

 

 

 

The Nassau County Sheriff's Office honored Cindy Moore with a surprise 

retirement party.  Cindy has served the citizens of Nassau County for 

over twenty seven (27) years as a Dispatcher in the Communications Divi-

sion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Explorerôs award ceremony was held on December 15, 

2015.  Awards were received for the following: Firearms 

proficiency, outstanding community service, perfect attend-

ance, explorer of the quarter, outstanding service as Ser-

geant, out- standing service as Lieutenant, and outstanding 

service as Explorer Chaplin. 
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