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Sheriffôs Message  
 

When I was elected Sheriff my commit-

ment to this community was to make the 

Sheriffôs Office more accountable, re-

sponsible and transparent while maintain-

ing a professional, efficient and effective 

workforce.  While any organization can 

only be as good at its members, this is 

especially true for law enforcement.  Citi-

zens have the right to expect the highest 

standards of integrity and commitment 

from those who take the oath to protect and serve.  Law en-

forcement officers have the responsibility to earn the trust 

and respect of our community each day. 

Our overall goal is to enhance pro-active policing efforts and 

further the positive outcomes of law-enforcement actions to 

reduce crime and protect the community.  This concept in-

volves analysis-based direction for the operators in the field 

and the detectives working cases, but includes all members 

of the agency in the even bigger task of consistent, quality 

information sharing. Information that can be analyzed and 

made "actionable" for crime reduction, disruption or preven-

tion is the essence of Intelligence-led policing. 

 

In short, law enforcement can rapidly respond to a reported 

increase in crime, or deploy as a deterrent in places that ex-

perience repeat criminal activity.  The overarching compo-

nent of Intelligence-led policing is to focus on the prolific 

offenders who continue to victimize this community -- es-

sentially working to ensure the small number of criminals 

who are committing the bulk of our crime don't have the op-

portunity to re-offend or are incarcerated if they do so. 

 

Crime will always occur when thereôs opportunity and 

thereôs someone willing to commit the crime.   

 

 

  

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Council on Aging 
1367 South 18th St. 
Fernandina Beach, Fl. 32034 
(904) 261-0701 
http://www.nassau.floridasenior.com  
Services: Meals, transportation, personal care & respite care 
 
Department of Children & Families 
1303 Jasmine St. 
Fernandina Beach, Fl. 32034 
(904) 277-7260 
Services: Food stamps, TANF, & SSI, & Medicaid 
 
Micah's Place 
P. O. Box 477 
Yulee, Fl. 32041 
(904) 225-3110, (800)500-1119 
Services: Emergency shelter for abused women & their children, 
counseling, relocation assistance, & parenting classes 
 
Narcotics Hotline 
1-800-576-4357 
1-904-723-5683 
http://www.firstcoastna.org 
Services: Information & group meetings for substance abuse 
 
Poison Control Hot Line 
1-800-222-1222 
www.fpicjax.org 
Services: Poison information & emergency treatment 
 
Rape Crisis Center Hotline 
1-800-940-7273 
1-800-258-7273 
Services: 24 hour rape crisis hotline, counseling & medical exams 
for ages 12 & up 
 
Starting Point 
463142 SR 200 West Yulee, Florida 32097 
904-225-8280 
Services: Counseling, substance abuse, psychiatric services, anger 
management 



  
 

 

Protecting your bicycle against THEFT       

A bicycle can be stolen from just about any place, but simple 

precautions can deter would-be bike thieves. Remember, 

most bikes that are stolen were not locked! 

 

Always lock your bicycle securely, whether youôre gone for 

a few minutes or a few hours. Use a U-Lock, securing both 

wheels and the frame to a stationary object such as a post, 

fence, tree, or bike rack. For extra security, add a chain or a 

cable with a good padlock.  

BICYCLE SAFETY  

QUICK FACTS 

¶ A cyclist on a sidewalk or crosswalk has the rights and 

duties of a pedestrian. A cyclist on the road has the rights 

and duties of a motor vehicle. 

¶ A bicycle rider or passenger under 16 years of age must 

wear a bicycle helmet that is properly fitted, is fastened 

securely, and meets national standards. 

¶ Since 2009 the Florida Ped-Bike Florida State Resource 

Center has given away more than 1,312,000 promotional 

and educational items across the State. 

¶ Florida has ranked in the top 3 in bicycle and pedestrian 

fatalities every year since 2001. 

 

 

  

 

The key is eliminating the opportunity through education and 

reducing the number of individuals who are willing to com-

mit crimes through tough laws and penalties for their actions.  

All law enforcement agencies must continue to share infor-

mation and work together in order to make our community 

as safe as possible. 

 

To realize positive results requires widespread commitment 

from the men and women of law enforcement, the members 

of the local judicial system with whom we work, and the citi-

zens of this community.  We are committed to expanding on 

these initiatives and plan to do so by sustaining a well-

educated, multifaceted professional workforce. 
 
This agency greatly appreciates the support of our County 

Commission, the local legislative delegation and the citizens 

and businesses that have formed a crime prevention partner-

ship with law enforcement.  By working together to make 

public safety a priority, hopefully this crime  reduction trend 

can continue and we will maintain the quality of life we ex-

pect in Nassau County. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bill Leeper 

                                                        



  
 

 

CRIME DEFINITIONS AND REPORTING GUIDELINES 

 

There are many crimes that are committed daily; however, 

we are presenting a small sample of the crimes that frequent-

ly occur. This brochure is only a guide and it is not intended 

to be all inclusive. 

¶ Domestic violence means any assault, aggravated as-

sault, battery, aggravated battery, sexual assault, sexual 

battery, stalking, aggravated stalking, kidnapping, false 

imprisonment, or any criminal offense resulting in physi-

cal injury or death of one family or household member 

by another family or household member.  

¶ Burglary means entering or remaining in a house or  

apartment, a business or a car with the intent to commit 

an offense therein.  

¶ Robbery means the taking of money or other property 

which may be the subject of larceny from the person or  

custody of another, with intent to either permanently or 

temporarily deprive the person or the owner of the money 

or other property, when in the course of the taking there 

is the use of force, violence, assault, or putting in fear, 

whether the person uses a weapon or snatches the item.  

 

Confidential Crime Reporting If you suspect someone is  

engaging in crime in your community, you can call First 

Coast Crime Stoppers at 1-866-845-8477 (TIPS).  When you 

call the toll free tips hotline, you will not be asked your 

name, where you live, or how you got the tip. 

 

 

 

  

 

¶ Stay alert. Keep a look-out for obstacles in your path.   

Watch out for potholes, sewer gratings, cracks, railroad 

tracks, loose gravel, and broken glass. Before going around 

any object, look ahead and behind you for a free gap in traf-

fic. Plan your move, and then signal your intentions. Be es-

pecially careful in wet weather, as water can make you slip 

and make your brakes work improperly. 

¶ Beware the dark side. Be cautious when biking at night. If 

you have to ride at night, display front and rear reflectors on 

your bicycle. Wear reflective clothing or materials, especial-

ly on your ankles, wrists, back, and helmet. Ride in areas 

that are familiar and on streets that are brightly lighted. 

¶ Go off-road. Follow designated bike routes if available.   

Bicycle routes are marked by special signs or lines. Bike 

paths are special areas reserved for bikes. Become familiar 

with such accommodations for cyclists in your area.  

¶ Fix it up. Make sure your bicycle is adjusted properly. Your 

bicycle should be correctly adjusted to fit you; your feet 

should rest on the ground while sitting in the seat. Before 

using your bike, check to make sure that all parts are secure 

and working. The handlebars should be firmly in place and 

turn easily; the wheels should be straight and secure. 

¶ Stop it. Check brakes before riding. Control your speed by 

using your brakes. If your bicycle has hand brakes, apply 

the rear brakes slightly before the front brake. Remember to 

ride slowly in wet, slippery weather and to apply brakes ear-

lier since it takes more distance to stop. 

¶ Donôt flip your bike. Wheels should be securely fastened.   

Check wheels before every ride, after every fall, or after 

transporting your bicycle to be sure that they are fastened 

and secure. Make sure that tires are properly inflated.  
 
 

BICYCLE SAFETY  



  
 

 

¶ Look both ways. Be aware of traffic around you. Seven 

out of ten bicycle-car crashes occur at driveways or other 

intersections. Before you enter a street or intersection, 

check for traffic and always look left-right-left. Walk 

your bicycle across busy streets at corners or crosswalks. 

¶ Protect your head. Wear a helmet. Studies have shown 

that using a bicycle helmet can reduce head injuries by 

up to 85%. Select a helmet that has a snug, but comforta-

ble fit. Look for the helmet labels that show they are rec-

ommended by either the American National Standards 

Institute (ANSI) or the Snell Memorial Foundation.  

¶ See and be seen. Wear proper clothes. Wear clothes that 

make you more visible. Clothing should be light in color 

and close fitting to avoid being caught in the bicycleôs 

moving parts. Also, be sure that books and other loose 

items are secured to the bike or are carried in a back 

pack. 

¶ Go with the flow of traffic.  The safe way is the right 

way. You must obey the rules of the road. These include 

all traffic signs, signals, and road markings. Ride on the 

right side of the street in a single file. Use proper hand 

signals. Never weave from lane to lane or tailgate to 

hitch rides on moving cars or trucks.  

 

BICYCLE SAFETY  

Riding a bicycle is more than basic  

transportation ï it can be a fun and 

exciting hobby. When you ride youôre 

not alone. You share the road with 

cars, trucks, pedestrians, and other cy-

clists. Since accidents can turn a bicy-

cling adventure into a bicycling trage-

dy, here are 10 tips to help make your 

ride a safe one.  

 

 

  

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE STOPPED BY  THE POLICE 

Traffic Stop 

Traffic stops are when most citizens have their only contact 

with police officers. Traffic stops can create situations of  

potential danger for the police officers and for the citizen.  

Please use the following information as a guideline to ensure a 

safe and lawful experience for the police officer and yourself.  

 

 Why would an officer stop me?   

¶ Traffic Violation 

¶ Suspicious Behavior 

¶ Questioning 

¶ Appearing to need help 

¶ Mistaken identity 

 

No one is exempt from a police  

encounter.  

¶ Stay calm.  

¶ Avoid being 

argumentative.  

¶ Donôt become defen-

sive or rude.  

¶ Provide your name, address, and any other  

requested identification. 

 

You may be pulled over for one of the following reasons:  

¶ If you committed a traffic infraction. 

¶ If you were driving aggressively or posed a hazard. 

¶ If your vehicle matches the description of one that 

was reported stolen or was used in the commission 

of a crime. 

¶ If the vehicle you are driving has faulty equipment. 

       


